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THE DOCTRINES OF DEVILS
Lynn Blair

INTRODUCTION1

In or about A.D. 62, Paul wrote a letter to the young preacher
Timothy. Paul had converted Timothy and considered him to be his
“son in the faith” (1 Tim. 1:2). This tells us about their relationship. A
real father is not just “a biological donor,” but one who is intimately
involved in the raising and training of a child. Paul had done that with
Timothy.

Today, those of us who are preaching should never forget that we
are warming by a fire that we did not build. Great and mighty preachers
have gone before us. By the same token many of us, as older preachers,
must help the younger ones. This is especially true regarding the
dangers they may encounter, and the kinds of personalities and
doctrines with which they might have to deal. When younger preachers
are around older preachers, they need to ask questions and learn all they
can (not just doctrinally, but practically as well).

What did Paul, by inspiration, tell Timothy? Among other things,
in the first three chapters of 1 Timothy, Paul spoke of his work in the
ministry, prayer, the subjection and adornment of women, and the
qualifications of elders and deacons (1 Tim. 3). In chapter 4, he deals
with the problem of false doctrine.

FIRST TIMOTHY 4:1-3
Verse 1

All Scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet.
1:21). In our text, we are told “the Spirit speaketh expressly” (1 Tim.
4:1, emphasis added) about the matters being introduced. Joseph
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Meador says this means the Spirit had “explicitly revealed.”2 Guy N.
Woods simply says this means that the Spirit spoke “plainly and
intelligibly.”3 The phrase is clear, concise, absolute, and points to facts
that would happen at a future time. How far in the future would these
things take place? The text simply says “latter times” (KJV), “later
time” (ASV).

Since the Spirit spake “expressly” concerning those who would
“depart from the faith,” and gave the identifying marks of this apostasy,
it is easily recognized. It needs to be stressed that the departure would
be from “the faith.” Can we know and tell what is involved in “the
faith”? Surely we can since we are to: preach “the faith” (Gal. 1:23);
obey “the faith” (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5); be established in “the faith”
(Acts 16:5; Col 2:7); continue in “the faith” (Col. 1:23); and, earnestly
contend for “the faith” (Ju. 3). Paul even told the Corinthians:
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you,
except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor. 13:5).

Further, this departure from “the faith” is brought about by
“seducing spirits” and false doctrines (1 Tim. 4:1). The word “seduc-
ing” conveys an attitude of deception. Such false teachers are “deceitful
workers” (2 Cor. 11:13). For that reason, Paul warns: “Now I beseech
you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:17-
18). Never forget, false teachers can have “good words and fair
speech.” John admonished, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try
the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are
gone out into the world” (1 Jn. 4:1). Seducing spirits are false teachers
who deceive their hearers. They sound so good and what they teach is
smooth. An entertaining speaker can bring the crowds in to hear him.
But what will those crowds hear from that entertaining, but false
teacher? They will hear doctrines of devils (demons).

Demons are evil spirits associated with the devil. Jesus spoke of
“the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). The word “angel” is defined as:
“‘a messenger’ (from angello, ‘to deliver a message’), sent whether by
God or by man or by Satan.”4 This is not to say that angels are
messengers only. For instance, they are referred to as “ministering
spirits” in Hebrews 1:14. The demons mentioned in 1Timothy 4:1 are
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the devil’s agents who deliver false doctrines and/or lead men into error
with false doctrines. The doctrines of demons originated in Satan
himself.

The word “doctrine” simply means teaching. Do not fall prey to the
idea some try to express when they say: “We are going to have a Bible
study, but we will not be getting into any doctrine.” That would mean
no teaching would be done because “doctrine” means “teaching.” There
is a clear, distinct sound when “sound doctrine” is taught from the
Scriptures (1 Tim. 1:10; Tit. 2:1).
Verse 2

The men who espouse the doctrines of demons do so in hypocrisy.
Hypocrisy means play acting. False teachers claim to be sheep, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves (Mt. 7:15-20). Teachers of false-
hood do not tell people they are teaching error. They appear to be
sincere and filled with piety.5

False teachers presenting the doctrines of demons have no concern
for truth. Their consciences are “seared with a hot iron.” That phrase in
the American Standard Version is translated, “branded in their own
conscience as with a hot iron.” When an animal is branded, the brand
used identifies that animal as the property of the owner of that brand.
In a manner of speaking, the branded conscience of a false teacher
shows who his owner is.

Lie after lie leaves their mouths and pens, but does their dishonesty
and disregard for the truth bother them? No! They neither feel guilt nor
are they ashamed. Sometimes sincere brethren have a hard time
imagining that anyone could be “seared” to that degree. I cannot tell
you how many times I have heard the parents and siblings of someone
who has left the church say: “He knows better than that.” Perhaps, he
may not. Sometimes there have been gaps and inconsistencies in a
person’s spiritual training. However, if one does know better and goes
ahead and leaves the church anyway, he does not care.
Verse 3

What are the identifying marks of this departure from “the faith,”
or apostasy? This is so plain. Two are listed in this verse.

When I was going to high school south of Lubbock, on Fridays, we
always had sandwiches for lunch. You could have tuna or cheese, but
no meat. Why not? Because the majority of the students had been
taught (by their celibate priests) that they could not eat meat on Fridays.
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Concerning the phrase, “forbidding to marry,” in the verse, E.M.
Zerr says: “This is a specific prediction of the doctrine of Rome, for no
one of the clergy of that institution, from the pope down to the ordinary
priest is permitted to marry. It makes no difference to them that Paul
declares that ‘marriage is honorable in all’ (Heb. 13:4).”6 About the
phrase, “commanding to abstain from meats,” Robert Taylor writes:
“Meatless Fridays, except for fish, and restrictions about animal food
for all seasons have characterized respectively such religious groups as
Roman Catholics and Seventh Day Adventists. They do not believe
what Paul wrote in First Timothy 4:2-5.”7

These prophecies of the departure (apostasy) from “the faith” find
their fulfillment in the Roman Catholic Church. Catholicism forbids its
“clergy” to marry and, until recent times, forbade the eating of meats
by its members on Fridays. Ultimately, the source of such doctrines as
these is Satan. He seduces the hearts of men and takes them away by
making laws that God never made, and by withholding privileges that
God intended for man to enjoy.

The last part of verse three is also of special interest. Speaking in
reference to what would become the Roman Catholic Church and
others “commanding to abstain from meats,” the verse continues,
“which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them
which believe and know the truth.” From this, two things may be
inferred. One is that these false teachers (Roman Catholics) teach one
thing and God teaches another. Second, the followers of this false
religion (Roman Catholicism) do neither believe, nor practice the truth.

HOW AND WHY DID THIS DEPARTURE HAPPEN?
The Church At Ephesus, An Example Of Departing

To see how and why this happened, it will prove helpful to look at
the history of the congregation at Ephesus. By the way, this is where
Timothy was preaching when Paul wrote to him.

In his very last opportunity to meet with the elders of the Ephesian
congregation, Paul exhorted:

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For
I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
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after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of
three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with
tears (Acts 20:28-31).

Paul told those elders that problems would arise from within their “own
selves.” Later, writing to the church in Ephesus, Paul reproved, “And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). Yet, in spite of the warnings and exhorta-
tions, the Ephesians left their “first love.”

Approximately thirty years later, in the Book of Revelation, John
addressed one of the letters to the seven churches of Asia, to the church
at Ephesus. In that letter, Jesus instructed John to write:

I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them
liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake
hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless I have some-
what against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remem-
ber therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. But
this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans,
which I also hate (Rev. 2:2-6).

From this, it is evident that the members of the church at Ephesus had
continued to fight against false doctrines and that they even hated what
God hates (the deeds of the Nicolaitans). Yet, Revelation 2:4 says they
had left their first love and had fallen. Because of this, they were
warned to repent. Otherwise, they would lose their place in His
kingdom.

Was it that they did not know what to do? No! They knew what to
do. However, for some reason—pride, apathy or something else—they
refused to do it. They knew enough, but they did not care enough. They
had ceased to be “doers of the word” and had slipped into being hearers
only, deceiving themselves (Jas. 1:22). They may have been lulled into
being spiritually asleep.
The Reasons Congregations Departed From The Faith

Alluring temptation is the devil’s most effective tool. Nevertheless,
when a man sins, it is because he has made the decision to do so (Jas.
1:13-16).



390 The Doctrines of Devils

Congregations depart from “the faith” because of poor leadership.
Every congregation has a leader or leaders. I know of a congregation
that once consisted of four women. All the men had either died or
moved away. When the preacher came each Sunday, he got to preach,
lead the singing, lead the prayers, and do all the public aspects of the
worship. When he received his paycheck, it was signed by a woman.
Even those women had a leader among them.

Yes, every congregation has its leaders. If a congregation has no
elders, someone will still lead it. In some cases, a congregation’s leader
may claim he (or she) is not leading, when he (or she) actually is.
Sometimes, even when a congregation has elders, someone else is
“pulling the strings.” It may be a deacon, an elder’s wife, some rich
member, or even a preacher—any of which would be overstepping their
proper bounds. God’s Word says elders should be appointed in every
city (Tit. 1:5), but to be appointed they must meet God’s qualifications
for elders (cf., 1Tim. 3:1-7; Tit.1:5-9). Unqualified elders are worse
than no elders!

Whether they are elders or not, how do these leaders lead congrega-
tions astray and why? What are they seeking? What do they get out of
it? Power? Control? Money (or control of the money)? Popularity? Is
it to satisfy their Pride? Whether in former or present days, when a
congregation departs from “the faith” the first thing to do is follow the
money and power. Who controls the money?

A number of years ago, while I was attending a preacher’s
breakfast in another state, one of the young preachers there was telling
us about the trouble he was having with a woman in his congregation.
She wanted to “take over” and “control” everything. I asked: “Does this
woman have money?” One or two of the older preachers smiled when
I asked that question. The young preacher quickly replied, “Why, yes,
brother Blair, she does. How did you know?” Follow the money. More
often than not, that will lead you to the one who is in control. Some-
times, popularity or the sheer force of personality has to be considered,
but it is money that usually opens the door to false doctrine. It takes
money to sustain all the false doctrine that is being spread.
Three Areas Where The Departure Shows Itself

There are three areas in which departure has historically manifested
itself. Keeping Paul’s warning in Acts 20:28-31 in mind, it is not
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surprising that departure should first come from within the organiza-
tional structure of the church (i.e., elders, deacons, preachers, etc.).

Early in the church’s existence, in the larger cities where power and
money were more impressive, congregations grew in number and in
wealth. Consequently, the influence of the elders in those cities grew.
As it did, some of them came to be termed “Metropolitan Bishops.”8

These men ruled over the smaller, more rural congregations. A church
hierarchy continued to evolve until one man became the “Universal
Bishop,” and was called “Pope.” Doctrinally departing further and
further from “the faith,” throughout its malignant apostatizing growth,
Roman Catholicism developed its clergy-laity system, with its robes,
rituals and titles. It mattered not to them that Peter had declared that all
Christians are a “royal priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:9). With power and money
being an issue, all men being on an equal standing before God cannot
be allowed in Catholicism.

When men turn from the doctrine of Christ to the doctrines of
demons, worship is another observable area where one can recognize
that a departure from “the faith” has occurred. Catholicism has
corrupted all five of the acts of worship authorized for the church in the
New Testament.

For centuries the “Mass,” as they call it (a term not found in
Scripture), was given in Latin. Multiplied thousands, maybe millions,
lived their entire lives without ever hearing a word from the Bible that
they could understand. But, it did allow the “Pope” and all his
underlings to stay in control.

Later, protestant denominational churches would not use Latin, but
they would still insist on not preaching the Gospel. Instead, in keeping
with their denominational doctrines, people were urged to stand up and
“witness for Christ,” giving their testimony. The silliness of their
attempting to “witness” or give their “testimony” is seen in the fact that
they had never heard, seen, or been in the presence of Christ. What
their “witnessing” and “testifying” is reduced to, is telling about the
good things God has done for them. Is the source of apparent blessings
always God?

I am reminded of what Ma Barker used to tell her boys about bank
robbing. She would say that God had left that money in that bank for
them to steal. It might prove well to note that after Jesus had fasted for
forty days, the devil offered Him stones to be turned into bread to Jesus
(Mt. 4:1-4). Did Jesus ever eat bread again? It seems He did, but not
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from that source, and not on the devil’s conditions. Roman Catholi-
cism’s “Mass” and denominational testimonies are simply not the same
as Gospel preaching.

In the area of financial support, Catholicism has led the way into
apostasy. Instead of the freewill offering that Scripture teaches is to be
done on the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2), Catholicism initiated
the demand for tithes, which is an Old Testament concept. Catholics
mightily enforce the collection of tithes.

To raise even more money, Catholicism came up with the idea of
selling “indulgences.” Catholic representatives told people that if they
would buy the indulgences, it would help them to avoid the penalty for
their sins. The sale of indulgences has raised the volume of revenue
brought into the coffers of the Catholic Church to unknown heights.

The Roman Catholic Church departed from “the faith” regarding
the Lord’s Supper. Catholicism teaches the false doctrine of transub-
stantiation. One of their own has this to say about transubstantiation:
“By the will of the Father, the work of the Holy Spirit, and priesthood
of Jesus entrusted to His ordained priests, and through the words of
consecration, that bread and wine is transformed into the Body and
Blood of Jesus.”9 This is further evidence that Catholicism has accepted
the doctrines of demons.

Moreover, the Roman Catholic Church has departed from “the
faith” concerning the Lord’s Supper when, in many of the congrega-
tions, the priest drinks the (alcoholic) “wine,” but the congregants
receive only the wafer. Please note that when the Lord’s Supper was
established, Jesus used the phrase “fruit of the vine,” not the word
“wine” (Mt. 26:29; Mk. 14:25; Lk. 22:18). Many of us have seen
Catholic funerals and weddings where the congregants go forward to
have the wafer placed in their mouths or in their hands by the priest.
Then, the priest not only eats a wafer, he gets to drink the (alcoholic)
wine, too. For a large crowd, this can be quite embarrassing. Those who
watched John Kennedy’s funeral may recall that the officiating priest
appeared quite drunk by the end of that “High (no pun intended) Mass.”

A more obvious area of departure concerning the Lord’s Supper is
one which is abundantly evident to even a casual observer. Roman
Catholics have no particular day on which they serve or partake of it.
Any day a funeral or wedding takes place, they want to celebrate a
“Mass,” and it always includes what they call “the Blessed Sacrament
of the Holy Eucharist.” I would like to say that this “anytime obser-
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vance” of the Lord’s Supper is peculiar to Roman Catholics, but I
cannot. Some of our brethren have departed from “the faith” on this
point as well. Scriptures prove that the first century partook of the
Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).

Prayer is another area where Catholicism has departed from “the
faith.” Their apostasy in this area is exposed by their use of prayer
beads and the rosary, but that is not all. Contrary to what the Scriptures
teach about praying to God through Christ, Catholics pray to Mary and
various other “saints.” About this, Albert Barnes says:

There is, “first,” the worship of the virgin and of the saints, or
the extraordinary honors rendered to them—corresponding
almost entirely with the reverence paid by the pagan to the spirits
of heroes or to demi-gods. The saints are supposed to have
extraordinary power with God, and their aid is implored as
intercessors. The virgin Mary is invoked as “the mother of God,”
and as having power still to command her Son. The Papists do
not, indeed, offer the same homage to the saints which they do
to God, but they ask their aid; they offer prayer to them.10

Once one departs from “the faith” and follows after the doctrine of
demons, there is no end to where it will lead. If you can add to the
Word of God in one area, you can certainly add to it in another. As Paul
tells us, we must learn “not to think of men above that which is written”
(1 Cor. 4:6).

Roman Catholicism has departed from “the faith” when it comes
to the music used in its worship. The New Testament authorizes us to
sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), not sing and play. Anybody who has ever
played the children’s game “Simon Says” can understand the authority
principle. Anyone who sees the sign on a door that says “MEN’S
ROOM” understands it. It is a room for men and men only. It does not
have to say, “MEN’S ROOM, NO WOMEN ALLOWED.” It just says,
“MEN’S ROOM” and we all know what it means.

There is no New Testament authority for instrumental music to be
used in the church’s worship. Moreover, there is abundant historical
evidence that it was not used in the early church. Everett Ferguson
states: “There are good historical, theological, and musicological
grounds to engage only in a cappella music in public worship. It
(instrumental music in worship) did not exist in Christian worship for
centuries after the New Testament.”11
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My oldest daughter and I went on a mission trip to England. On
that trip we visited the abbey (Cathedral) in Peterborough, where the
first wife of Henry VIII, Katherine of Aragon, was buried. They
proudly display a list of all the priests and bishops who have served
there since about A.D. 655. Right beside that listing, they display a list
of all the head organists who have played the organ there since around
A.D. 855. Why is there a difference of approximately 200 years in the
beginnings of the two lists? It appears that they did not use instrumental
music for the first 200 years.

Pride, money, and perhaps many other things contributed to the
idea that solos, robed choirs, and all kinds of special singing could be
used in public worship. Of course, there is no Bible authority for such
things, but that did not matter. If a big contributor with deep pockets
wanted his daughter to wear a robe and sing a solo during the worship
on Sunday, they would oblige him. It truly grieves me to say it, but this
kind of thing is going on in the church of Christ. Follow the pride,
power, control, and the almighty dollar and you will see why there is
so much apostasy in the Lord’s church today.

A major area to consider in Catholicism’s departure from “the
faith” concerns what a person must do in order to be saved. The Roman
Catholic Church decided that babies inherit sin and condemnation as a
result of Adam’s “Original Sin,” therefore, infants are born sinful. Jesus
did not teach that, He taught just the opposite (Mt. 18:1-6). What the
Old Testament prophets taught about babies inheriting sin and
condemnation, from Adam or anyone else, is diametrically opposed to
Roman Catholic doctrine (Ezek. 18:20; 28:15). Paul wrote: “So then
every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12).

The Roman Catholic Church decided to substitute sprinkling and/or
pouring for baptism (immersion), thinking it would serve the purpose
as well. Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch knew what the Gospel taught
about baptism. When Philip baptized the eunuch, they both went down
into the water, then both came up out of the water (Acts 8:25-29). Paul
described baptism as a burial in Romans 6:3-4.

A real moneymaker for Catholicism is its doctrine about the
nonexistent place called “purgatory.” According to this Catholic
doctrine (another one which came from the devil because it did not
come from God), purgatory is a “waiting place” in between heaven and
hell. If you die in sin, you will go to purgatory, but your kinfolks and
friends can pay your way out of that place. When that is done, you can
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go into heaven. There is absolutely no Scripture for any of this.
Purgatory, like everything else that is unique to Catholicism, is not
mentioned in the Bible.

The list of departures from “the faith” by the apostate Roman
Catholic Church, in its first twelve to fifteen centuries of existence, is
seemingly endless. Time and space will not permit us to touch on them
all and other things must be considered.

THE REFORMATION AND THE RESTORATION
In 1517, Martin Luther had seen enough of the corruption in the

Roman Catholic Church. Although others had moved away from
Catholicism, Luther is generally credited with beginning the Protestant
Reformation. About this same time in Switzerland, Huldrych Zwingli
was leading a movement to “reform” the Roman Catholic Church, just
as Luther was doing in Germany. In this same era, John Calvin was
born in France. He too would be instrumental in the “reformation.”
Others, including Henry VIII of England, from all over Europe joined
in the revolt against Catholicism. They “protested” the stagnant
corruption that had permeated the Roman Catholic Church from top to
bottom. Unfortunately, the Protestants only wanted to “reform” the
Roman Catholic Church, not “restore” the New Testament church. The
problem was that the Roman Catholic Church had departed so far from
“the faith” revealed in the Gospel that “reformation” was out of the
question. Catholicism had to be rejected and abandoned in toto.

Even before the turn of the nineteenth century, many in religion
realized that the Protestant Reformation was a failure when it came to
reforming the Catholic Church. If anything, in a number of ways, it had
made matters even worse. Several men, in different parts of the world,
recognized that what was needed was a return all the way back to the
New Testament and a “restoration” of the original church.

Barton W. Stone, Alexander Campbell and his father, Thomas
Campbell, were great leaders in the effort to bring men back to New
Testament Christianity. Be assured, they are not the founders of the
church of which I am a member. Today, some doctrinally diluted
brethren and congregations are claiming to be “adherents of the
American Restoration Movement led by Alexander Campbell and
Barton W. Stone.” They further state: “Their leadership and the manner
in which they interpreted scripture continues to shape us today.” Does
the leadership of these men still shape us today? These are the same
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kind of arguments that denominationalists have put forth for decades.
Now, our own brethren are touting them in their bulletins and on their
websites. It is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is presented in the pages
of the New Testament, that gives us authority for what we believe,
preach, and practice—not any man (or men) in the 1800s.

The New Testament pattern for the church is perfect. However, that
does not prevent men from finding ways to move in the doctrines of
demons and cause brethren to go astray and depart from “the faith.”

DOCTRINES OF DEMONS
SPLIT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

The church of Christ experienced tremendous growth. Sadly, the
same human factors (pride, money, power, and control) that led people
away from the apostolic pattern set forth in the New Testament into
Roman Catholicism are ever present. In the 1850s, a congregation in
Midway, Kentucky, brought a melodeon into its church building,
planning to use it in worship. Before it could be utilized, some who
rejected its use removed it. Those advocating the use of instrumental
music in worship brought in another one to replace it. This episode
marks the first known use of instrumental music in worship among the
churches of Christ.

Brothers Addison and Randolph Clark, both members of the Lord’s
church, owned and conducted a school in Fort Worth, Texas, between
1869 and 1873. Fort Worth was somewhat rowdy in those days. A man,
named Pleasant Thorp, had begun a community three miles out of
Granbury, Texas. There was a sulphur water spring located there, thus
the community was named Thorp Spring. Mr. Thorp approached
Addison and Randolph, and their supportive father, Joseph Clark, about
starting a college in Thorp Spring.

The idea appealed to the Clarks and, in 1873, the college had its
beginning. It was called Add-Ran College. Although the school did not
include the word “Christian” in its name, it was a true Christian college,
complete with a Bible department and daily chapel services. By 1877,
the enrollment was 201 students. The largest enrollment, 445 students,
was enjoyed by the school in 1893.

Primarily because of the financial difficulties being experienced by
the growing school, in 1890, the Clarks had to deed over the school’s
property to a new board and the name was changed to Add-Ran
Christian University. The Clarks continued to teach and were still in
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charge of the school’s day-to-day activities. This university had a
tremendous influence over Texas, producing preachers, teachers,
lawyers, and business men.

Lamentably, the school had problems besides those having to do
with finances. Some of the students had come from congregations
which were using the instrument in their worship. In February, 1894,
there was a Gospel meeting there at the university. Addison Clark had
promised some of the liberal students that the organ could be used in
the services of this meeting.

Before the services began, a discussion was conducted at the front
of the building. Miss Bertha Mason was at the organ ready to play.
Tensions were high. A petition had been brought forth by Joseph Clark,
the father of Addison and Randolph, who by this time was a 78 year old
man on a cane. Addison said he had told those students the organ could
be used and he could not go back on his word. He turned to the organist
and said, “play on, Miss Bertha.” As the organ and singing began,
Joseph Clark and his wife began to walk out.

It depends a little on who you read, but it was reported that about
140 people followed the elder Clark out of the building. It has been said
that one could hear tapping of that cane as he walked out. It was also
said that it could be observed that some of those who stayed wept as the
conservatives walked out. After that episode, the next year the
enrollment was only 294, the lowest it had been in 16 years. On
Christmas day, 1895, (about a year-and-a-half after the organ episode)
the university moved to Waco, Texas. Eventually the university moved
to Fort Worth.12 Today, it is called Texas Christian University. You can
drive down by the campus of TCU and see the big statues of two young
men. Their names are Addison and Randolph Clark.

This did not have to happen, but it did. The question is: “Why did
this happen?” The answer is obvious. It happened because men,
thinking more highly of themselves than they should, permitted the
doctrines of demons to have their way. Historically, the 1906 U.S.
Census made “official” the split that had already occurred between the
Christian Church and churches of Christ. Indeed, because the Christian
Church was a party to the missionary society and used instrumental
music in its worship, it was a different body from the churches of
Christ. With the passing of time, the Christian Church’s doctrinal drift
into full-fledged denominationalism  only widened the gap between it
and the churches of Christ.
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MODERN DAY DEPARTURES FROM THE FAITH
Interestingly, by 1906, when the split over the missionary society

and instrumental music was “officially” recognized, we had already lost
many of our church buildings and some, if not all, of our colleges.
More would be lost in the immediate years that followed. As a result of
those losses, many brethren inserted a clause in the deed to their church
buildings and property that if instrumental music was ever brought in,
the building and property would revert back to its original owner. The
language varied some, but that was the intent.

The devil never rests. Over the last forty years some of us have
seen history repeating itself. The same things have been happening that
happened a century ago, and they are happening for the same reasons.
Popularity, power and control, money, pride, and sometimes “because
my kids want it,” have once again allowed the doctrines of demons to
get a foothold among God’s people.

Here in Lubbock County, though not in the city of Lubbock, I saw
a congregation split. The larger group, composed of liberal brethren,
moved out and built a building on the west side of their town. Why did
they not just take over the nice, big building in which the original
congregation had been? I suspect the deed had one of those clauses in
it.

Another prime example of apostasy is the North Richland Hills
congregation in the Fort Worth area. For years (1967 - 2006), they had
the same kind of basic clause in their Articles of Incorporation, which
have to be filed with the State of Texas, saying that no instrumental
music was to be used in worship in their building. In November, 2006,
they amended their Articles of Incorporation, deleting language about
not using the instrument. Within THREE days of filing that amend-
ment, it was announced to the congregation that there would be an
instrumental service with communion served on Saturday nights.13

What basis did they have for starting this reprobate worship? Rick
Atchley, described as the “Senior Minister” of the congregation,
reported that he had a “revelation” from the Holy Spirit.”14 He got it
from some kind of a spirit all right, but it was not the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit speaks only through the Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16). Atchley
got his “revelation” from the same source the denominationalists get
theirs, the “seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1). His
message, as well as his arguments for the instrument’s use, are the same
ones the denominationalists have been using for years.
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This is nothing new, it is just more prevalent and getting closer to
home. Brethren do not know or do not want to know about such
troubles, especially when it comes to our schools. Recently, a big “to-
do” was made when Royce Money and Abilene Christian University
apologized to the Christian Church for causing the split over instrumen-
tal music in 1906. Yet, there are still well-meaning older farmers all
over Texas that are sending their money and their grandchildren to
what they still fondly remember and call ACC. Brethren, the ACC of
old was indeed a wonderful school, but the ACU of today is NOT the
ACC of old.

We need to recognize that there are certain tools or means by which
“seducing spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1) enter in among
the Lord’s people. These same tools or means have been used for 200
years. One of them is the schools.

Whoever controls the schools gets to teach whatever they want.
Ultimately, it is the financial supporters of the schools who can change
this. If the liberal schools stopped receiving financial support and
students from the members of the church, they would clean house
doctrinally or close down. Remember TCU! When most of our
preachers are coming out of liberal schools, what do you think the
congregations are going to be taught from the pulpit Sunday after
Sunday?

Secondly, there are some brotherhood papers, and now, possibly
websites, being used by brethren who are trying “to draw away
disciples after them” (Acts 20:30). What brethren read tends to go a
long way towards what they believe and practice. This includes
preacher favoritism. I am always amused when I run into old acquain-
tances who have gone the liberal route. Most usually they will tell me
to be careful about following after men. I know that if I were following
after them or their kind there would be no such warnings. What they
are really saying is: “Be careful about following after men ... if they
disagree with me!” Preacheritis is alive and well.

Thirdly, there is the general attitude of approach. Some liberal
brethren will love you to death, unless you disagree with them. Then,
they accuse you of being the unloving one. We do need to show care
and concern for people. We do need to be friendlier to visitors in our
assemblies. We do need to give new converts, and sometimes new
members from other congregations, room to grow. No one knows
everything they need to know when they are starting out. We must be
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patient with these new converts who are not used to Biblical terminol-
ogy and Scriptural worship. If they are what they ought to be, are
cultivated properly, and are fed a diet of “the sincere milk of the word”
(1 Pet. 2:2), they will grow spiritually.

CONCLUSION
There is an answer to these “seducing spirits and doctrines of

demons.” John, writing by inspiration, says:
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds (2 Jn. 9-11).

There is a choice that every person of the age of accountability has
to make. In making this choice one must ask himself: “Will I follow the
doctrine of Christ and remain faithful to God, or will I follow the
doctrines of demons and depart from ‘the faith’?”
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